
WHAT WE BELIEVE
The National Federation of the Blind knows that blindness is not the character-
istic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind 
people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and 
our dreams. You can live the life you want; blindness is not what holds you back.

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT MARK A. RICCOBONO
Every day, thanks to your support, our programs change the lives of the blind and 
those who are losing vision. Please visit nfb.org/annual-report to read some of 
these powerful stories.

Whether it’s large or small, your generous contribution helps tens of thousands 
of blind people across the United States live the lives they want. You are helping 
turn our dreams into reality. You have our deep and abiding gratitude.

BRAILLE PROGRAMS
Braille literacy is an essential pillar of success for all blind Americans, yet only 
about 10% of students who need Braille learn it in school. Our various Braille 
programs, including our nationwide NFB BELL Academy, ensure kids and adults 
have access to quality Braille education. Visit nfb.org/braille to learn about our 
programs.

WE SUPPORT BLIND VETERANS
“I am a United States military veteran and I am blind. The National Federation 
of the Blind has given me the empowerment to live life with vision loss. My first 
major experience was being awarded a scholarship from the NFB, which I used 
to start my pursuit of higher education. I have also worked on legislative projects 
important to the rights of blind veterans.

“The NFB has taught me the skills to live life as a blind person, as well as leader-
ship skills to become successful as a working professional.” 
       ― Nathan, NFB member
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Our Free White Cane 
Program gives the gift 

of independence.  
nfb.org/canes

“I so appreciate the NFB and their philosophy of holding our kids to high expecta-
tions and seeing them rise to the challenge. I saw the BELL Academy teacher nudge 
the kids toward independence and empowerment so many times, I came home with 
a renewed commitment to do the same.”  ― Amanda, parent



SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING PROGRAMS FOR TEENS
Far too often, blind youth are denied the opportunity to explore science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math subjects because it is assumed that sight is 
required to succeed in these disciplines. 

We designed NFB Youth Slam so that blind high school students from across 
the country can confront the inequity in STEM education and raise the low 
expectations that create barriers for blind students. 

The National Federation of the Blind meets the rigorous Standards for Charity 
Accountability set forth by the BBB Wise Giving Alliance. 

2017 PROGRAM SERVICES 
AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL EXPENSES
To read our 2017 financial statement, visit  
nfb.org/annual-report.

“Youth Slam 2017 fostered a atmosphere in which both students and staff 
members interacted in positive uplifting ways. All the students I interacted with 
were supportive, understanding, and friendly. Interacting and getting to know the 
staff at Youth Slam was a key factor in reshaping my ideas about blindness.” 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
We could not do this critical work without our many generous supporters. Here 
are some ways that you can help blind people live the lives they want:

DONATE ONLINE
A credit card donation can be made online at nfb.org/donate. 

DONATE BY MAIL
Checks should be made out to the “National Federation of the Blind” and mailed 
to the National Federation of the Blind, attention Outreach, at 200 East Wells 
Street at Jernigan Place, Baltimore, Maryland 21230.

PLANNED GIVING
Including the National Federation of the Blind in your future plans is a thoughtful 
way to transform dreams into reality for future generations. It’s easier than you 
think. Call our outreach department at 410-659-9314, extension 2422 to learn 
more about planned giving.

SPREAD THE WORD! SHARE UNDERSTANDING ABOUT BLINDNESS AND  
OUR PROGRAMS WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY. NFB.ORG


